The family may be at once distinguished by habitus (pi. 25, figs. 1, 2) and the crown of five blunt to acute teeth surrounding the median ocellus of all species. The multisegmented antenna, the wing venation, and other structural features suggest close relation to the Braconidae. The crown of teeth on the head, shape of the mandible, venation, and some other features are reminiscent of the Orussidae.
Stephanids are often collected on dead tree trunks. Because of this and their habitus, the species are generally presumed to be parasites of wood-boring Coleoptera 
